《Sutcliffe ’s Commentary on the Old & New Testaments – Philippians》(Joseph Sutcliffe)
Commentator

Joseph Sutcliffe, M.A., an English Wesleyan minister, was born at Baildon, Yorkshire. He was converted in early life and became a circuit riding preacher at age 24.

He was appointed by John Wesley to Redruth in 1786. Sutcliffe introduced Methodism into the Scilly Isles in 1788, and spent the last twenty years of his life in retirement in London, where he died May 14, 1856 at age 94.

His course was one of "unspotted Christian purity and progressive excellence. In Biblical scholarship he especially excelled." He was an indefatigable writer, publishing in all thirty-two works on religious subjects, the chief being this A Commentary on the Old and New Testament.

This commentary represents 40 years of Sutcliffe's study of the Bible. After retiring at age 74, he compiled this commentary from his Bible study notes he accumulated over the years. The commentary is mostly expositional with some exegetical comments and Hebrew/Greek analysis.

00 Introduction 

ST. PAUL’S EPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPIANS.
PHILIPPI, formerly Dathos, the chief city of Macedonia, as stated on the sixteenth chapter of the Acts. It is situate on the western shore of the river Strymon, which divided ancient Thrace from Macedonia. It was rebuilt and beautified by Philip, and called by his name. It stands on a hill, and was made strong by nature and art. Some coins have been discovered that Julius Cæsar conferred as favours on the city, at the time the Roman colony was planted there.

Near to this city are the far-famed fields of Pharsalia, where two very signal battles were fought, forty eight years before the christian æra. The first between Cæsar and Pompey, the latter of whom was defeated with the loss of twenty thousand men. The second was also fought by Augustus, against Brutus and Cassius, both of whom were slain.

Virgil associates these battles with all the vulgar errors and marvellous wonders of the age. He makes the birds screech, the rivers bleed, and the earth to tremble. Thus it was that Philippi twice saw the Roman armies contend in civil wars.

Ergo inter sese paribus concurrere telis 
Romanas acies iterum videre 
Philippi. Georgica. 1:489.
This epistle developes the soul of Paul in glory of doctrine, in all moral excellence, in wisdom of words, in pastoral cares, and in all the consummate graces which belong to the highest order of martyrs and confessors of the Lord. 

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-30
Philippians 1:1. Paul and Timotheus. The latter is associated as a fellow-labourer, and an apostolic man with himself. They had together planted churches, at the hazard of their lives, and their labours entitled them to great honour. Hence we find the name of Sosthenes, and Silvanus, connected with that of Timothy, in writing to the Thessalonians. 1 Corinthians 1:1. But where do we find the like in the bulletins of Rome?

With the bishops and deacons. Tirinus says, the presbyters are inferior bishops. But bishops being here mentioned in the plural number, this epistle is understood to be addressed to all the bishops and churches in the province of Macedonia, amongst whom the apostle had laboured. Of deacons in particular, see on Acts 6.

Philippians 1:2. Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, the fountain of deity, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, who is, however veiled in flesh, the brightness of the Father’s glory, and the express image of his person. Christ is here named after the Father, not as another God, but to introduce him as the only Mediator between God and man.

Philippians 1:3-4. I thank my God upon every remembrance of you. A father in the church, as Paul was, cannot cease to be a father. He is ever prayerful for his children’s prosperity; they are as his own bowels, and he exults and rejoices over them in the Lord.

Philippians 1:5. For your fellowship in the gospel. For your communion, and all the grace of which you are made partakers, by your calling from a gentile to a christian state, to sit in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. It might indeed be said to every convert, Go home to thy friends, and show them what great things the Lord hath done for thee.

Philippians 1:9-11. I pray that your love may abound yet more and more, in knowledge, and in all judgment. Love is put first here, as being the first of all the graces; for he that loveth not, knoweth not God. As we advance in knowledge of divine things, we ought to have more love to God, to his word, and to his people. As we grow in the knowledge of Christ, our judgment will improve to direct and govern our affections, and to perfect in us every grace until the day of Christ. The apostle also prays that they might be sincere, and without offence, to the end of their course, and be filled with all the fruits of righteousness to the glory of God. What delight, what care, what devotion did this most blessed man evince towards the saints at Philippi. If he should die, no matter to what death he might be sentenced; his sole concern was that the churches might live.

Philippians 1:12-13. I would ye should understand, brethren, and I know it will greatly diminish your sorrows for me, that my long and disastrous voyage, and my imprisonment, have turned out rather to the furtherance and annunciation of the gospel. The cause of my bonds are manifest in all the palace. The court have heard of my labours and sufferings in Asia, the centurion and the soldiers have reported my voyage, the passengers have talked of me in Rome, and in all other places. Christianity in the imperial city is no longer confounded with judaism, and we are not despised as a jewish sect. Some of Cæsar’s houshold have received the faith; and it would seem, had openly professed it. Chrysostom names a tradition, that a concubine of Nero had been converted by Paul, and had embraced the faith. Rejoice, ye heavens; and be glad, oh earth. The Lord hath all his enemies in derision.

Philippians 1:15. Some preach Christ even of envy and strife. These are supposed to be the false apostles, or heretical parties. 2 Corinthians 11:14. Galatians 1:7. Others think they were jews, who preached Christ as not yet come in the flesh, but was about to appear. By so doing they endeavoured to destroy the christian faith at Rome, and to add affliction to the apostle’s bonds.

Philippians 1:18. What then? Whether in pretence [occasion] or in truth, Christ is preached. I do rejoice in it; yea, and I will rejoice. Brevity is here connected with some obscurity, as to the men and their motives for preaching Christ through strife. Erasmus thinks they were jews, who preached Christ to excite persecution against Paul, and against the christians, as a sect dangerous to the empire.

Philippians 1:19. I know that this shall turn to my salvation through your prayer. No doubt, the prayers of all the churches were addressed, to heaven for the long persecuted and suffering Paul, the general father of the gentiles. What sighs ascended to heaven, what tears fell to the earth on his account. And as God shed down upon the people this supply, and constant effusion of the Spirit, the apostle knew that he who inspired their prayers would hear the deep groanings of the Spirit; and that he should be delivered from the mouth of the lion. Thus he rested all his case with Christ, and felt a perfect calm as to the issue.

Philippians 1:21. For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. We have Paul’s own exposition of these words in Galatians 2:20. “I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.” The divinity lived in his breast, in all the life of heaven and of love. This is that eternal life of which the Saviour spake. John 17:3. It is the life of God in the soul of man, and so powerful, in Paul’s case, as to supersede the life of sin. I live not, for we are crucified with Christ, and live to him. In such a case, as noted in Poole’s synopsis of the critics, the soul finally leaves the body perfectly free from sin.

Philippians 1:23. I am in a strait betwixt two. In this crisis, prayer seem to be silent. I dare not touch the ark, nor move it, without the cloud to go before and guide the way. With me it is high water. To choose, I wot not; whether the ebbing tide may throw me on the heavenly shore, or drive me out to sea amid the storms and tempests of life a little longer. Be that as it may, the confidence I have in the Lord shall never forsake me. He will never put me to shame, nor withhold the power to confess at Cæsar’s bar the gospel, of whose truth I am divinely assured. Whether, therefore, to live with Christ on earth, or reign with him in heaven, my will is swallowed up in the will of God. Yet I trust in the Lord shortly to see you again, as in Philippians 2:24.

On this verse, of being with Christ, prayers for the dead are named by some ancient fathers; but such invocations are altogether rebutted by Luther. Chrysostom, in his third homily on the Philippians, says, “that for those who die by the sword, by precipitation, or by suspension, superinducing a violent death, no commemorative oblation shall be made, nor any psalms sung over their carcases at their tombs, seeing they are justly punished for their own sin. — It is the same with catechumens, who die without the redemption of baptism; neither oblations of commemoration, nor psalms, nor other offices shall be made on their account.”

Though this doctrine of the Greek churches, be not the doctrine of the reformation; it may at least prompt christian parents, not to neglect baptism for their children, for all sacraments, through the supply of the Spirit, and prayers of the saints, are efficacious means of grace.

Philippians 1:27-30. Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ. Having ceased to care for myself, any sole care is for you — even for your confirmation in the faith, and support in all your sufferings. For both those graces are specially conferred on you; to believe on Christ, and to suffer for his sake. Your steadfastness in the faith is the terror of all your foes. While they dream that you are, like other men, terrified at the idea of death; on seeing your fortitude, and the superior glory of immortality which opens on your mind, they are, like Nebuchadnezzar, terrified at the Son of God, who is with you in the fire. As the furnace purifies the gold, so those afflictions cause your graces to shine out, and demonstrate the glory of Him whom you worship and adore.

REFLECTIONS.
The first love of a christian society is a specimen of pentecost in every place, and the fairest image of heaven which earth affords. It is one of the most endearing recollections of good men; and it inspires a confidence, or (pepoithos) persuasion that God will perfect a work so genuine, and so auspiciously begun unto the day of Christ. It is true, the conditions are fully implied, as in Philippians 1:27, and Philippians 2:14-15. But why should we fear? We have a God, we have a Mediator; and as is his majesty so is his mercy. It is therefore both meet and candid to be persuaded that we shall meet together in glory. The conditions of perseverance are all as hallowing as our hope.

The surest test of perseverance is, that our love abound yet more and more, in all knowledge and discretion. An encrease of knowledge, and an enlarged acquaintance with the church should not diminish, but augment our charity. Fine substances acquire beauty by the polish; so it is with the sterling worth and excellence of the christian temper. The life manifests the heart; and instead of the selfish passions predominant in carnal men, we find the love of God and brotherly kindness ever predominant in the saints.

We are next called to adore the superintending goodness of God, which, all serene in the heavens, mocked at the feeble malice of the jews, and made the bonds of the apostle promote the spread of the gospel. He was a state prisoner at Rome, in whose case an empire feels an interest. He wore a chain in his own hired house for two years. This ancient vestige of Roman politeness and liberty gave all who pleased access to his person. Rome, and the great cities of the empire, learned from his case the history and glory of the cross. He was learned in all wisdom, ready in all languages, and wise by long experience. Courtiers received the faith, strangers admired the man, and revered his Master; and timid preachers became bold by his illustrious fortitude. Let us never distrust that hand which can draw so much from the foulest designs of Satan and of men.

We admire also the godlike superiority and consummate piety of St. Paul in regard to martyrdom. Hovering and in suspense on the verge of eternity, he discovers a calmness of mind and an indifference of life becoming an apostle of the Lord, and a believer in his never-failing providence. He was perfectly at ease, and left his case with Cæsar, and the Lord. Not one bitter word against his enemies escaped him, for censure would not have mended them. He well knew that Christ should be magnified in his body. If he lived he would live to glorify him; and if he died he should be with him. If he was liberated, usefulness would remunerate his labour. What faith, what sentiments, and what a pattern to the churches; many of whom were then suffering for Christ, and enduring the same conflicts which they saw in this illustrious confessor and ultimate martyr. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-30
Philippians 2:1-2. If there be therefore any consolation in Christ. Brethren who are joined in the Lord, professing the same faith, and despised of the world, are expected to comfort and encourage one another. If there be any comfort of brotherly love, in the common warfare and hope of salvation; if there be any fellowship of the Spirit, in the tender sympathies of the heart, in all the afflictions of the saints, who live and die in the same faith; if any bowels and mercies, towards me, bound with a chain, and in daily suspense between life and death; fulfil ye my joy, to see you all of one mind, of one accord, having the same love one towards another that you had in the days of your first conversion. Unity is the character of Deity, and concord is the glory of the church.

Philippians 2:3. Let nothing be done through strife or vain glory. Any measure which divides the church in opinion is a doubtful measure; and any disputed points which wound the affections, cost more than the value of dry opinions. Any parties that may strive for the preëminence, often connected with private interests, had better consider that they may wrangle and dispute till there be no church, and till their own souls be in imminent danger of damnation.

Philippians 2:4. Look not every man on his own things, his own humour, or his private interest; but let him, as a steward, a minister, or deacon, look at the glory of God, and seek the common good of all the church. If otherwise, the sophisms of argument, like tinsels, will wear off, and then the baser metals will appear.

Philippians 2:5. Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus, who pleased not himself to be a highpriest, but in all things did the active and the suffering pleasure of the Father. Endeavour to imbibe all the excellencies of his temper, while you read his words, and the words of his inspired servants. Matthew 11:29.

Philippians 2:6. Who, being in the form of God, ος εν μορφη θεου, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: esse instar Dei, to be the like of God. On the grand points of faith, the apostles speak as the prophets, for all their words were weighed and examined by the jews. “Awake, oh sword, against my shepherd, and against the man — my fellow.” Paul might have Zechariah 13:7, and other places in his eye, for עמת ummath designates equality of perfections; of position, as the right and left hand man on the bench, or in war. Also a quality of duty, as in 1 Chronicles 25:8, where the courses of the priests and levites kept watch and ward in the temple. Equality of perfections; “As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father.” John 10:15. The Saviour also said to Philip, who had seen his perfections displayed in miracles, “He that hath seen me hath seen the Father.” John 14:9. Zechariah repeats the same sentiment in Zechariah 12:8. “The house of David,” the shepherd and prince, “shall be as God,” the Elohim, “as the angel of the Lord before them.” As Jehovah, the angel in the desert, marched at the head of the Hebrews, so in the latter day he shall be כ אלהים ke-Elohim, as God, and head over all things to his church, and fill all things. Erasmus, the first of our modern critics, reads to the same effect. Ut esset æqualiter Deo, that he might be equally God with the Father, as is the faith of all the catholic church.

Philippians 2:7. But made himself of no reputation. Declining all the regal and the priestly pomp, he was made flesh, in the likeness of men; and wore the form of a servant, that he might do the will of the Father, as the prophets had foretold. Isaiah 42:1; Isaiah 52:13. He suffered privations in common with men, hunger and thirst, weariness and pain.

Philippians 2:8. And being found in fashion as a man, he did more; he stooped to fulfil all the pleasure of the Father in the death of the cross. It was great humility to bear the form of a servant, but to despise the shame of the cross was the consummation of obedience.

Philippians 2:9. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, as he had said, “Sit thou on my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool.” Psalms 110:1. The beauty of the argument lies in the contrast between the humiliation and the exaltation of the Saviour. He had made himself of no reputation; now he is above all reputation, having a name above every name. His holy name had been covered with obloquy and reproach of the foulest kind; now, at his name the gentiles bow, the heavens rejoice, and hell trembles. The Arians here are driven to great straits. Grotius, in several places, makes one throne for the Father, and a minor throne for the Son. We have no reply but one; the notion is novel in the church, and those who know the Lord will not receive it. Dr. Doddridge also has translated the text to mean, that Christ was exalted to “the most eminent dignity,” a gloss which gratifies the Arian, while it seems not to offend the orthodox. Erasmus, who certainly understood Greek much better, says that most commentators “explain the word hyperupsosen (hyperupsoo) vehementer exaltavit. Hence Ambrose, wishing fully to express the Greek term, reads, superexaltavit.” This agrees with the name of Christ, as being above every name. — Pagninus, Beza, Piscator, and Vorstuis all read, In summam extulit sublimatem. Dr. Doddridge therefore cannot be commended for his obvious lukewarmness and circumspection, especially as his reading is not supported by any authority. If the Lord Jesus be allowed to sit at the right hand of Gabriel, as his construction would imply, he would then be exalted to “the most eminent dignity” any creature could enjoy. But who with this Arian notion would say with the dying Stephen, Lord Jesus receive my spirit.

Philippians 2:11. That every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father, or in the glory of God the Father. A declaration that the whole gentile world should be converted to the christian faith, and call upon the name of the Lord Jesus, conformably to all the ancient predictions and promises made by the prophets. And if this was done to reconcile all things in heaven, and in earth, beware, oh Philippians, of the dread account you, and all others, must give, who make parties and divisions in the happy circles of christian societies, through strife and vain glory.

Philippians 2:12. Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, be obedient in all worship, in all brotherly affection, and in all your conflicts to defend the faith, with all carefulness and trembling, as knowing whom you serve. Be progressive in holiness, be valiant in the fight, and confident of victory.

Philippians 2:13-15. It is God who worketh in you to will and to do. He endues you with power to delight in doing all his good pleasure. Do all things in concord, let not a murmuring or unkind word escape your lips, that you may stand, as the sons of God, irreproachable at the bar of a perverse generation, and shine as lights in the world. This will be my joy and my glory, as well as yours, that I did not run unsent, nor labour in vain.

Philippians 2:16. Hold forth the word of life to a world dead in trespasses and sins; fight the good fight of faith, that we all may rejoice together in the day of the Lord Jesus. 

Philippians 2:17-18. Yea, and if I be offered up, the sacrifice and service of your faith. σπενδομαι, that is, “poured out,” or poured on, as wine was poured on the sacrifices. Paul had an idea of decapitation, which ultimately fell to his lot in the course of about five years, when he was beheaded at the command of Nero. He uses two other words, θυσια thusia, a sacrifice, oblation, or victim, from viciendo, to bind, the living sacrifices being often bound to the altar. λειτουργια, a ministry, a service. Under those three ideas our blessed apostle regarded his martyrdom. By the Spirit of prophecy he foresaw the manner of his death, that his blood would be poured out; that his martyrdom would be a sacrifice for the truths he had preached, and a seal of the gospel; and that it would be a service done to confirm the faith of the churches. — In those victories, he adds, I joy, and rejoice with you all, to see truth confirmed, and the saints established in their most holy faith.

Philippians 2:19-23. But I trust — to send Timotheus shortly unto you. Acts 16:1-5. As soon as I see how it will go with me. Paul still speaks of the future with deference and submission.

Philippians 2:24. I trust in the Lord that I also myself shall come shortly. The words of deference and delicacy which Paul uses respecting his liberation for the present, and his ultimate martyrdom, indicate that he did not now see those events so clearly as he afterwards did, when he wrote the second time to Timothy, saying, “I am now ready to be offered up, and the time of my departure is at hand.” 2 Timothy 4:6. His soul wished to revisit the church, now countless, in proconsular Asia, and in Greece. But St. Clement states to the Corinthians, [see the fragments to Acts 28.] that “he travelled to the utmost boundaries of the west,” and received at Rome the long promised crown, on his return to that city.

Philippians 2:25-30. I supposed it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus. The Philippians had sent this beloved minister with money to Paul, while a prisoner at Rome, who was so zealous in serving the cause in which he suffered, that he superinduced so severe an affliction as to occasion a report of his death. Paul sends him back with the highest encomiums, as a brother in the ministry; as a fellow soldier in the noble army of confessors and martyrs, and made him the bearer of this most invaluable epistle; a treasure far surpassing what the Philippians had so seasonably sent to Rome. REFLECTIONS.
Next to the grace of regeneration, unity and concord are the first glory of the church. St. Paul was ready to be a martyr, but he did not dare to tempt martyrdom. He therefore charges his children by the consolation he felt in Christ, by the comfort of love shed abroad in his heart, by the fellowship he still maintained with them in the spirit, by the bowels of mercy he cherished towards them as a father, and claimed from them as children towards a parent in bonds, that they should fulfil his joy. This was that they should be unanimous in their affairs, that where a variation of opinion prevailed they should have the same love, be of one accord and of one mind. The church being one body, and one spirit, should have no discord. It should not be governed by majorities, like worldly societies; we should always forbear awhile, till the minority can be kindly won over to think and act with us.

Christ is the grand and perfect pattern of all our active and passive obedience. Though he was, as Chrysostom reads the Greek word, morphe, in the substantial form of God, and coëqual in the divine essence; yet he annihilated himself, so to speak, in fulfilling the Father’s pleasure. He chose an abject state; he did more; he obeyed unto death, even to the most reproachful death of the cross. Here indeed is the greatness and grandeur of redeeming love to fallen man, that Jehovah’s fellow, begotten of the Father before all worlds, should clothe himself with our flesh, and die on the cross for sinners. Here is love without example, and merit without measure. Here is the title to preëminence of exaltation, with which no celestial power can dare to become the rival. God therefore hath highly and most justly exalted his spotless humanity into the midst of the throne, and caused every knee to bow in heaven, in earth, and in hades, at the name of Jesus; and every tongue, in all ages and nations, shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Hence we may learn this grand point, that pure religion consists in an entire devotedness to the will of God; and by the glory which resulted from Paul’s persecutions, and those of ancient saints, we ought also to learn a perfect acquiescence in all the afflictive pleasure of the Great Supreme.

There is a harmony between grace and will. God works in us both to will and to do. If we see, it is by the divine light; if we love him, it is because he first loved us; and love prompts us to resemble God, and to seek the salvation of man. Now, seeing grace is so active, we ought of a ready mind to coöperate in every work of faith and love. The conditions of perseverance require seriousness, humility, and all diligence to make our calling and election sure. So St. Paul exhorts the Hebrews: chap. Philippians 4:1.

The love of the primitive christians, and of Epaphroditus is admirable. No sooner did the saints at Philippi, the mother church of Greece, hear of St. Paul’s situation at Rome, than they sent him money, accompanied with the most fervent prayers for his safety. Epaphroditus risked his health and his life to honour and help the apostle in confinement. Oh that this love may ever reign in the bosom of the faithful, and be in them an everlasting bond of union, and the image of heaven opened on earth. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-21
Philippians 3:2. Beware of dogs, judaizing teachers and false apostles, which bite and devour the flock; dogs which bark in ignorance against the person of Christ, and the gospel of God our Saviour. Paul had in view the rebuke given by Isaiah to the false prophets of Israel: Isaiah 56:10-11. Dogs that encompassed about both David and David’s Lord, and thirsted for their blood. Psalms 22:17; Psalms 22:21.

Beware of evil workers, who corrupt the truth, and by every art seek to seduce and to destroy the church.

Beware of the concision, a word of contempt for the emissaries of the great synagogue, who boasted of circumcision as the exclusive seal of Abraham’s covenant, and hid the grand part of the promise, “In thy Seed (the Christ) shall all the families of the earth be blessed.” Genesis 12:3. These were a boasting race, “uncircumcised in heart and ear.” Acts 7:51.

Philippians 3:3. We are the circumcision, of whom Moses says, “The Lord thy God will circumcise thy heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul.” Deuteronomy 30:6. The dogs hate your liberty, being ignorant of the scriptures, that all believers are not only heirs, but children also of the promise, as in Jacob’s case, and are accounted for the seed. We boast not of what is lost by the knife of circumcision, but of what is gained by the loss of the stony heart, in the full effect of regeneration. This is now the glorious liberty of the children of God. We worship him no longer with bulls and goats, reposing in temples made with hands, but in spirit and in truth, in all the spiritual glory of the gospel, which illuminates the mind, and commands the heart. We are the new Israel, the peculiar people, the royal priesthood, to show forth the praises of him who hath called us out of darkness into marvellous light.

Philippians 3:7. But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Cardinal Baronius is probably correct in what he says about Paul, in his Ecclesiastical Annals, vol. 1. p. 50, that he was thirty five years of age at the time of his conversion, and that he held some place of honour, either in the Roman service or in the Hebrew nation. 

Philippians 3:8. Yea, doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord. In the former verse the apostle speaks in the past tense, of what was the state of his mind when he first became a follower of Christ, that he was ready to part with all things for his sake. Here he speaks in the present tense, showing what is still his state of mind concerning Christ, that after so many years of suffering and privation his heart is still knitted to him, and sees no reason whatever to abate the ardour of his attachment. He had “counted,” and still “counts,”

all things but loss for his sake, and found that he was not out of his reckoning. The safest test of true religion is not what we once were, but what we now are in the sight of God; that our love to Christ is not abated, but is on the encrease, and that we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope unto the end. Hebrews 3:6. The knowledge of Christ has in it an excellency surpassing that of all other knowledge; it is that in which angels delight, and is to sinners the only source of eternal life.

Philippians 3:9. The righteousness which is of God by faith. The righteousness by which a sinner is justified, in opposition to the works of the law. The blessings of the new covenant, the righteousness poured down from the skies. Isaiah 45:8. The everlasting righteousness brought in by our Redeemer, to finish transgression, and make an end of sin. Daniel 9:25. To justify and sanctify all that believe in him. Romans 3:22-25; Romans 4:5. We through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. Galatians 5:5. On this head, sinners should cease their strife with heaven; righteousness to sinners must come either by the works of the law, or by the faith of Christ. If by works, grace is no more grace; if by grace, then the covenant of works exists no more as a covenant, to confer eternal life. Under the new covenant, salvation is by faith. Noah believed God, and he built the ark. Abraham believed the promises, and left his own country. So the gospel now says, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou, and thy house shall be saved.”

Philippians 3:10. The power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings; or as most versions read, “the communion of his passion.” Paul was solicitous to know these, so as to be made conformable to the Saviour’s death; and he illustrates the argument in various views, in Romans 6. This knowledge of Christ has a special regard to the entire sanctification of our nature, so as to prepare us for the glorious resurrection of the dead. This communion of his passion is, that we be dead with Christ in the mortification of sin, and live with him in newness of life, for our old man is crucified with Christ.

Grieved with thy grief, pained with thy pain,
Ne’er may I feel self-love again.
Philippians 3:11. If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead. Our course here is progressive, it admits of no stay at any one point: we have not yet attained the prize, the full enjoyment of God in Christ. Critics remark, that Paul does not simply say, anastasin, resurrection, but exanastasin, as if he should say, a resurrection, a full, perfect, and glorious resurrection. His eye might possibly glance on the earlier resurrection promised to the martyrs.

Philippians 3:12. I follow after, alluding to the races and Grecian games, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. He has apprehended me, to make me his child, his heir, to inherit all things. This is the christian vocation, and I would not therefore come short of the will and pleasure of my Redeemer. Oh that the preachers of righteousness might fully imbibe the ardours of the soul of Paul, and not let their auditories fall asleep, seeing they have hardly as yet entered on their course.

Philippians 3:13-14. Forgetting those things which are behind. Judaism with all its boastings; persecutions with all their bitterness. I flee for my life, like Lot out of Sodom, and press with all my energies to win the prize. Yea, this one thing I do, to lay hold on the hope set before me, the enjoyment of God in Christ for ever.

Philippians 3:18-19. Many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping. The dogs, the evil workers, the concision, the bitter enemies of the cross of Christ. You fast while they feast, for their god is their belly. They glory in seducing you, which is their shame, to turn the simple out of the way. But their glory shall be transient, for their end is destruction. The eagles are gathering round the carcase, their city and temple shall soon be in flames, and the day shall burn as an oven. Their sun shall darken, their moon wane, their end shall be destruction. — But oh, are these words, these awful words, so many sentences against the profligate christians of the present age? We imitate those enemies of the Lord in sin; and how can we escape a share in their catastrophe. Preachers of the Court, repeat those things with streaming eyes, for the day of the Lord is near. 

REFLECTIONS.
Joys follow the tears of the church, and light is sown for the upright in heart. The Philippians had been under a cloud of apprehensions, and in the deepest trouble on account of the imprisonment of St. Paul, and the sickness of their beloved pastor, Epaphroditus. Now, this blessed apostle tells them good news, and bids them rejoice in the Lord. Yes, and elsewhere he doubles the word, and again I say rejoice, for soon or late the christian’s sorrows, like a beclouded sun, always terminate in day.

The gospel requires a cheerful renunciation of every thing which obstructs the vital knowledge of Christ Jesus. Its treasures of wisdom and knowledge, its abundance of sanctifying grace, and its pledges of eternal glory so far surpass all that earth can boast, as to throw riches, preferment, and parentage into the shades of dung, compared with the lustre of our hope.

The righteousness obtained by faith is every way so superior to the pharisaical cobweb, that no scheme of human merit can stand before the lustre of justifying grace, as explained in Romans 3:4.

St. Paul, perfect in his justification, aspired at all the evangelical perfection of grace for which he was apprehended, and to which the saints are called in Christ. He would not be a dwarf in religion; he aimed at all the measure and stature of his Lord. Here however we may ask, What is meant by the power of our Saviour’s resurrection, and by the resurrection of the dead? The first of these St. Paul has explained in various places. Ephesians 2:5-6. Colossians 3:1. It is regeneration, raising the soul with the Saviour to sit in heavenly places. This resurrection St. Paul had attained, as well as his spiritual children; and in this view he pronounces both them and himself to be perfect: Philippians 3:13. What then is the resurrection of the dead, a meetness for which he was so solicitous to attain? It is replied, the first resurrection, promised to the martyrs. Revelation 20:6. Fired with all the glory of this hope, he grasped at the image of God, obtained through Jesus, and pressed forward in him with an eagerness equal to racers who vie for the prize. Pursuing this alone, he forgets the things that are behind: evil things did not impede him by malice, and good things did not hold him by attachment. Thus his mind was perfect, and meet for heaven; his body only groaned for redemption. Great attainments in grace are connected with great humility. This man ready to be offered up, this man, whose heart knew nothing but pure and perfect love, even towards his enemies, says modestly, Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended, either to be already perfect. And again, not as though I had already attained. Thus the religion of Jesus is all humility.

Christians in this high and holy state are the most concerned for those who bear that name, and are total strangers to its power. They lament, and with frequent tears, the myriads who spend their precious time in eating and drinking; in licentiousness of conduct, or in habits of covetousness which will give neither to the poor nor to the altar, what custom and circumstances would authorize to expect. What a strange forgetfulness of God, forgetfulness of themselves, and of immortality. How happy is the perfect saint, whose conversation is in heaven, and whose body shall soon be transformed into the likeness of the glorious body of Christ. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-23
Philippians 4:6. Be careful for nothing — let your requests be made known unto God. Not that we are to abandon all care, or become careless, about the things of the present life, for that would be inconsistent with the requirement, to provide things honest in the sight of all men, and for that purpose to be diligent in business, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord. But it becomes christians not to be burdened with inordinate care, or to be over solicitous about any temporal good, so as anxiously to enquire, what shall we eat, what shall we drink, or wherewithal shall we be clothed; for our heavenly Father knoweth that we have need of these things, and he is able to provide. Matthew 6:31-32. The Lord is my shepherd, said the pious psalmist: I shall not want. If sorrow and trouble come upon us, if threatened with poverty or destitution, let us flee without delay to the mercyseat, and make our requests known unto God, who has appointed this way of relief, that we may feel our dependence upon him, and that we may go to him day by day for our daily bread as children to their father. And what a happy life, free from corroding care and depressing anxiety, having cast all our cares on Him who careth for us, and is able to supply all our need. It is also one of the tests of true religion that we not only pray on special occasions, but on all occasions, and in every thing make our requests known unto God; that we tell him all our wants and all our hearts, even in matters that to others might appear trivial or unimportant.

Philippians 4:7. And the peace of God — shall keep your hearts and minds. This follows as a consequence upon the foregoing exhortation. The way to be kept in perfect peace, is to have our minds stayed upon the Lord, as a building rests upon its foundation. Isaiah 26:3. Then, when troubles come, “our hearts” shall be kept as in a garrison, which no enemy can invade. This peace of God, arising from reconciliation with him and a consciousness of acceptance in his sight, will diffuse a sweet tranquility over all the sorrows of life, and enable the believer to view without dread the approaching hour of death and a judgment to come. And while many errors, as well as troubles, are abroad in the world, it will keep “our minds” free from them, and prevent our being corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. 1 Corinthians 11:3. He that lives in communion with God will neither be in danger of any fatal error, nor of sinking under the trials of life. 

REFLECTIONS.
“How condescending is this great apostle in the kind notice he takes, not only of his fellow-labourers in the work of the christian ministry, but even of the women, who, according to the opportunity which God gave them, lent their assistance for the service of the gospel, whatever those assistances were; whether by their prayers, or familiar addresses to their friends, or their kind offices to the bodies of those in distress, or that uniform example by which the several virtues of christianity were recommended, and the christian profession adorned. Let none then object the privacy of their stations, as if that must necessarily cut them off from usefulness, but let them endeavour diligently and humbly to do their utmost, and pray for encreasing wisdom and grace, to guide them in their deliberations and resolves.

It will be very subservient to this happy design, that christians, in whatever stations they are, should be of one mind in the Lord; that they should endeavour to lay aside mutual prejudices, and unite in love, if they cannot perfectly agree in all their sentiments. Then may they rejoice in the Lord; and it is to be urged upon them again and again, that they do so. It is to be urged, not only as a privilege, but a duty. And surely, if we consider what a Saviour he is, and how perfectly accommodated to what our necessities require, and what our hearts could wish, we shall easily enter into the reasonableness of the exhortation.

Let us often represent it to ourselves as a truth equally important and certain, that the Lord is at hand. By his spiritual presence he is ever near us, and the day of his final and visible appearance is continually approaching. Let our hearts be duly influenced by it, and particularly be taught that holy moderation which becomes those who see the season so nearly advancing, when all these things shall be dissolved. And let this abate our anxiety about them. Why should we be solicitous about things which shall so soon be as if they had never been? Let us seek the repose of our minds in prayer. In every thing by humble supplication let us make known our requests to God, and let us mingle thankful acknowledgments for past favours with our addresses to the throne of grace for what we farther need. This will establish the serenity of our souls, so that the peace of God, more sweet and delightful than any who have not experienced it can conceive, will keep our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, and make our state secure as well as pleasant. Let us study the beautiful and the venerable, as well as what is true and just in actions, and pursue every thing which shall, as such, approve itself to our consciences, every thing in which there shall be virtue and praise. Let us always in this view endeavour to keep the moral sense uncorrupted, and pray that God would, if I may be allowed the expression, preserve the delicacy of our mind in this respect, that a holy sensibility of soul may warn and alarm us, to guard against every distant appearance of evil. That so cautious of venturing to the utmost boundaries of what may be innocent, we may be more secure than we could otherwise be from the danger of passing over to the confines of guilt, and of wandering from one degree of it to another. And while we exhort others to such a care, let us ourselves endeavour to be like this holy apostle, among the brighter examples of it.

What a noble spirit of generosity and gratitude appears in the apostle. How handsomely does he acknowledge the favour of his friends, still maintaining the dignity of his character, rejoicing in the tokens of their affection to him, chiefly as fruits abounding to their account, and as it would be a sweet savour acceptable to God. And as the incense which they were presenting at the divine altar, would also by its fragrancy delight them, surely they enjoyed what they had of their own, whether it were more or less, with greater satisfaction, when they were imparting something with filial gratitude to their father in Christ, to make his bonds and imprisonments the less grievous.

The apostle freely professes that he received these tokens of their affection with pleasure, but much happier was he in that noble superiority of mind to external circumstances which he so amiably describes. Truly rich and truly great, in knowing how to be content in every circumstance; possessed of the noblest kind of learning, in having learned how to be exalted, and to be abused, to abound or to suffer need. This alsufficiency of which he boasts, is it haughty arrogance? Far from it; he is never humbler than when he speaks of himself in this exalted language. It is in the strength of another that he glories. I am sufficient for all things through Christ which strengthens me. And here the feeblest christian may join issue with him, and say, If Christ will strengthen me, I also am sufficient for all.

His grace let us constantly seek, and endeavour to maintain a continual dependance upon it, praying for ourselves and for each other, that the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ may be with us. This grace produced and maintained saints, where of all places upon earth we should least have expected to find them, even the palace of Cæsar, of Nero. Let it encourage us to look to God to supply our spiritual necessities out of the riches of his glory in Christ. And in a cheerful hope that he will do it, let us through him ascribe glory to our God and Father for ever and ever. Amen.”

ADDITIONAL NOTES TO Philippians 4.
Philippians 4:1. My joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord. Other combatants fought for garlands which fade in a day, but Paul’s contest was for a crown of righteousness which fadeth not away. Daniel had said before, that those who are wise, and those who turn many to righteousness, should shine as the brightness of the firmament, and as the stars for ever and ever. Paul had turned multitudes of gentiles to the Lord, and his crown was bedecked with a whole galaxy of celestial luminaries. What an argument for perseverance, and steadfastness in the faith. Other robbers steal a person’s money, but backsliders steal away irradiated crowns from the heads of their dejected pastors.

Philippians 4:3. I entreat thee also, true yoke-fellow, help those women which laboured with me in the gospel. Erasmus is almost singular in understanding this of Paul’s wife. Eusebius affirms that he was married, but does not say at what period of his life. Others understand it of Epaphroditus, the bishop of Philippi, the genuine yoke-fellow of Paul, and therefore joined with Euodias, Syntyche, and Clement; and it was his business to succour and comfort the deaconesses of the church. But the name Syntyche having a feminine termination, Calmet, after some others, thinks she was a woman in the church of Philippi eminent for piety and good works. If so, she must, like the daughters of Philip, have been a prophetess in the church, a mother in Israel. The inscriptions to the bishops, in Philippians 1:1, does not affect this idea, for Paul’s epistles were provincial, as well as particular, and he refers to the bishops of adjacent towns. True yoke-fellow is therefore a term of courtesy, Epaphroditus having laboured with Paul in the ministry. Women in the east, being separated from the men, as indicated by the court of the women in the temple, matrons were alike essential in the synagogue and in the church of Christ. Romans 16:1.

Whose names are in the book of life. See on Exodus 32:32. Homer says of Ulyses, that his name was in Jupiter’s court. τουνομα εν διου αυλη. Indeed all the heroes claimed divine descent, as is intimated by many of their names. Christ keeps the register of the faithful in the archives of heaven.

Philippians 4:4. Rejoice in the Lord alway; and again I say rejoice. The believer has indeed cause for joy, both in this world and in that which is to come. He has a God, a Redeemer, a hope laid up in heaven. Why not then, like David, bless the Lord at all times, and call upon him seven times a day. Why not dispose of his cares, and sorrows, and crosses; and being persuaded that all his affairs are in the hands of a heavenly Father, why not sing, though the figtree should not blossom?

Philippians 4:5. Let your moderation be known unto all men. The adjective, επιεικες, is here put for the substantive: let your modesty, meekness, lenity, candour, probity, humanity, be noted and approved of all. Men shrink away from the Nabals of the age.

Philippians 4:8-9. Whatsoever things are honest, pure, lovely. Here the moral glory of the christian character is described, similar to what we find in Psalms 15, 119. and in our Lord’s sermon on the mount. It is the want of this amiable and lovely character that hinders the world from believing in Christ, by giving an unjust and unfavourable view of the gospel. John 17:20-21. Christianity, they say, has done nothing for us — a most grievous sarcasm against the true church. Her charities at this moment are blazing out to distant lands, under every form of active benevolence.

Philippians 4:11-13. I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. This is not a lesson of theory, but of practice; nor is it one that nature teaches, for Paul had to learn it long after his conversion; and he learned it in hunger and affluence, in stripes and jails. At Philippi he sung at midnight in the stocks; he was calm in the tempest at sea, and he saw his bonds the means of converting many in Cæsar’s court. Well then did the Saviour say of outward troubles and calamities, “In patience possess ye your souls.” Christ can strengthen us to do and to suffer all his pleasure.

Philippians 4:15. No church communicated with me — but ye only. Paul had asked nothing for his journey to Jerusalem; but now, being in affliction and bonds, they more than supplied all his lack at Rome. This was an odour of sweet smell to Him, who in return would supply all their need, according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus. 

Philippians 4:23. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. As he began so he closes with benedictions, and pours upon them the full effusions of his heart. Nor are we to think lightly of paternal benedictions. The peace of a messenger of the Lord rests upon the good man’s house, and who can estimate the good which that blessing contains. Assuredly, the reading of this epistle would warm every heart, and brighten every countenance. The eye of him that sees the Saviour shall not be dim, nor the ear dull of hearing. 

